
Children's Diseases, is full of sound advice and cannot be too highly praised.In the second paper, the author describes a condition often met, with in
children, especially in the out-patient, departments of hospitals, of pure and
simple debility, without disease in any particular organ, and not necessarily
to be looked upon as an expectant symptom upon which to build a diagno-
sis of trouble to conic. For such a condition, he claims a special classifica-
tion under tho ailments of children, to which he would give the name debili-
ty, at the same time confessing that great, caution is required, as the unac-
countable debility, in the absence of any discoverable disease, may be the
harbinger of mischief to start up hereafter. Still, these cases, with prompt
and proper tonic treatment, usually terminate well.
Chapter Third is devoted to the so-called remittent fever of children, and

on the febrile state in general. The author disavows any belief in infantile
remittent fever as caused by a separate and distinct poison, or that the dis-
ease differs in its nature or causes from that of typhoid fever, and can con-
ceive of no greater blunder in medical practice than to consider this a sepa-
rate and distinct affection, not following the same course as typhoid fever,
and not, leading to the same complications. At the same time, he believes
that the above term would bo a better expression for mild cases, running
usually a rapid course and not developing info the severe and unmistakable
typhoid. Thus applied, there would be no danger of misunderstanding; but
we think the author has failed to show sullicient, advantage to lie gained
by thus needlessly adding to the nomenclature of children's diseases, and
by finis changing that now generally adopted by the best writers, who have
discarded the name of infantile remittent fever, including if under that of
typhoid fever, where it has every reason to belong. AVe have no desire by
this criticism to detract from the general excellence of the whole chapter.
It, is pervaded by a frankness and honesty of conviction characteristic of
the whole book.
Chapter Fourth contains the report of a very interesting case of obscure

cerebral disease, with remarks; followed by an essay, in two chapters, upon
headaches in children.
The last two chapters treat respectively of laryngeal and trachea! irrita-

tion in children and of croup.
The subjects treated are all interesting in themselves. The essays are the

result, of the large experience of a careful and accurate observer. We have
read them with pleasure, and cordially commend them to the profession.
The Physician's Dose and Symptom Book, containing the Doses and Uses of
all the principal Articles of the Materia Medica and Officinal Prepara-
tions, and many Tables. By JOSEPH H. Wythes, A.M., M.D. Elev-
enth Edition. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1874.
Tins book is either too large or too small. It is larger than is necessary

to contain such information about, doses as a practitioner might possibly
want in a hurry. It is far too small to contain any really useful account of
symptoms, pathology and treatment, such as is here attempted. It might,
perhaps, be useful as a system of mnemonics to a man with a well-filled
brain and treacherous memory: but we think few men would dare to fre-
quently consult such a work in the. sick room; and, outside of the sick room,
and in the presence of other books, its value would be at a minimum.

Mechanical Contraction of the Uticrus.—Sir James Simpson
used to mention a custom among some savage tribes, where, on the ap-
proach of labor, a stake was driven into the ground and a long rope at-
tached to it; the distal end of this rope was wound around the patient's
body, and she herself gradually turned round so as to be brought nearer to
the Stake as the labor progressed, thus insuring an efficient following up of
the uterus upon the descending child, thereby preventing post-partum
haemorrhage.—British Medical Journal.
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